
Dear Representative Palm, 
 
I would like to express my strong support for House Bill 5285 An Act Concerning the Public 
School Curriculum, which states that the program of instruction in science in our public schools 
shall include the climate change curriculum in accordance with the Next Generation Science 
Standards as described in subsection D of section 1 as part of the program of instruction. 

A very recent report from a United Nations climate panel warns that the deadly effects of climate 
change are currently worse than scientists had believed and pose a dire threat to the future of 
our children and generations to come. 

Connecticut residents of the underserved communities in our state bear the brunt of carbon-
emitting facilities. These communities are most likely to have under-resourced school districts 
where climate change teaching is often dropped. Students in these communities are most 
affected by climate change and are least likely to learn about it. 

Climate change is a real existential crisis to which we can no longer turn a blind eye. We have a 
duty to all students in Connecticut to incorporate the teaching of climate change into the 
curriculum so that they may become part of the solution. 

Respectfully, 

Roseann Ventimiglia, PhD 
Chester, Connecticut 06412 
 


